Section 8.
Water and Wastewater Service Impact Fees

Part 1.
Adoption of Water and Wastewater Impact Fee Study and Modifications.

(a)
The board hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the study by Tetra Tech HAI entitled "Water/Wastewater Service Impact Fee Study", dated August 2006 and as supplemented pursuant to this section  

(b) 
This section and the water and wastewater service impact fee study may be reviewed by the board periodically in accordance with Florida Statutes. The purpose of this review is to demonstrate that the water and wastewater service impact fees do not exceed reasonably anticipated costs associated with growth necessitated capital improvements. In the event the review demonstrates that anticipated costs have changed, the study shall be amended in accordance therewith.

(c) 
The administrator may be assisted by the impact fee advisory committee as established by the board of county commissioners pursuant to Resolution No. 88-245, as amended, or other advisory committee(s) in the review of the water and wastewater service impact fees. The review shall include all of the following to be compiled into a report:

1. Recommendations on amendments, if appropriate, to these procedures;

2.  Proposed changes to the county comprehensive plan and/or an applicable capital improvements program, including the identification of water and wastewater service facilities projects anticipated to be funded wholly or partially with water and wastewater service impact fees;

3. Proposed changes to the water and wastewater service impact fees schedule;

4. Proposed changes to level of service standards;

5. Proposed changes in the water and wastewater service impact fees calculation methodology; and

6. Other data, analysis or recommendations as the administrator may deem appropriate, or as may be requested by the board.

(d) 
The administrator shall submit the report to the board, which shall receive the report and take such actions as it deems appropriate which may include, but is not limited to, requesting additional data or analyses and holding public workshops and/or public hearings.

(e) 
The failure to prepare or to submit a report as provided herein shall not affect the effectiveness or the administration of this section. 

Part 2.
Imposition.
(a) 
Water and wastewater service impact fees shall be imposed on all new service connections occurring within the county not otherwise exempted in this section or waived by general or special law. . It is hereby recognized that water and wastewater service impact fees have been  in effect in Pasco County  since 1979. 

(b) 
All new service connections occurring within the county shall pay the following water and/or wastewater service impact fees according to the following water and wastewater service impact fee schedule: 

	
	ERU
	Water Impact Fee
	Wastewater Impact Fee

	Single-family
	1.00
	$1,561.00
	$2,730.00

	Single-family (w/reclaimed water)
	1.00
	1,171.00
	2,730.00

	Multi-family
	0.49
	769.00
	1,345.00

	Multi-family (w/reclaimed water)
	0.49
	577.00
	1,345.00

	Mobile homes
	0.60
	929.00
	1,625.00

	Mobile homes (w/reclaimed water)
	0.60
	697.00
	1,625.00

	Recreational vehicles
	0.33
	520.00
	910.00

	Recreational vehicles (w/reclaimed water)
	0.33
	390.00
	910.00


(c)
Notwithstanding the foregoing schedule, the meter equivalents of a non-residential use shall be the basis for purposes of calculation of the water and wastewater service impact fees for residential uses that utilize a one inch or greater meter size. 

(d)
Non-residential uses shall pay the single-family (1.00 ERU) fee listed above multiplied by the following meter equivalents:

	Meter Size
	ERU Equivalents

	 5/8",  3/4"
	 1.00

	1"
	 2.50

	1.5"
	 5.00

	2"
	 8.00

	3"
	15.00

	4"
	25.00

	6"
	50.00

	8"
	80.00


(e) 
If any use does not meet a single defined use or meter equivalent as set forth herein then the administrator or his designee shall assign the most analogous use classification or meter size based on the standards of the water and wastewater service impact fee study or the meter sizing standards of the American Water Works Association.

(f) 
Exemptions. An exemption must be claimed by the applicant or it shall be waived. Payment of the water and/or wastewater service impact fees shall not apply to the following situations if the applicant clearly demonstrates with competent substantial evidence to the administrator one of the following:

1. New service connection for which a completed application for a service connection has been submitted, or where a meter has been installed and a customer account was opened within 90 days after September 11, 2006. 
2. Other uses. No water and/or wastewater service impact fee shall be imposed on a use, structure, or other building construction activity that cannot result in an increase in the demand for water and wastewater service facilities. 

3. Service connections in existence prior to 90 days after September 11, 2006 , provided that the demand for service and/or meter size or number is not increased.

4. Residential uses or non-residential uses for which a signed contract for the construction of same  was executed prior to 90 days after September 11, 2006 by the buyer will occupy or own the premises. Such contracts must be produced, and accompanied by sworn and notarized affidavits from both the buyer and the contractor stating that such contract was executed prior to said date, to the county administrator by within 120 days of the effective date of this article or the exemption shall be waived. A buyer shall not utilize this exemption more than once per service connection.

5. Pursuant to F.S. § 1013.371, all public educational facilities and ancillary plants constructed by the district school board of the county are exempt from the payment of impact fees, service availability fees and assessments. The board of county commissioners specifically prohibits the applicability of these fees and assessments to school district facilities and plants.

(g) 
Any new service connection which is determined to be exempt from the payment of water and wastewater service impact fees but which, as a result of a change in circumstances produces a residential use or non-residential use or service demand not exempt pursuant to section  shall pay the water and/or wastewater service impact fees imposed by subsection (a) according to the impact fee schedule in effect at such time as the change in circumstances occurs. 

Part 3.
Calculation.

(a)
The applicable  water and wastewater service impact fee shall be based upon the above tables and criteria, as may  be amended and in effect   at the time of receipt of a complete service connection application , less any credits or service commitment fees that may have been paid pursuant to this section. 
(b)
An applicant may request at any time a non-binding estimate of water and wastewater service impact fees due for a particular development, however, such estimate is subject to change when a complete application for a service connection is made.

(c) 
Water and wastewater service impact fees shall be calculated based on the water and wastewater service impact fee schedule, pursuant to this section in effect at the time of submittal of a complete service connection application except where provided for in this section. 

Part 4.
Payment/Collection.
(a) 
The  water and/or wastewater service impact fees shall be paid at the time of receipt by the County of a completed service connection application.
(b)
Alternative form of payment.  Nothing herein precludes the county from studying or adopting an alternate method of payment of the water and wastewater service impact fees (e.g. payment over time through capacity assessment unit program).
Part 5.
Credits.
(a) 
Credits  may be allowed by prior utilities service agreement to construct a non-site related utility improvement listed in the capital improvement program identified in the schedules 2 and 2-3A of the water and wastewater service impact fee study which is in addition to his required site-related improvements as determined by the county administrator and receive credits on a dollar basis against any water and/or wastewater impact fees due.  Application for credits shall be made prior to the commencement of construction. No credits will be granted for construction except under the terms of a board of county commissioners' approved agreement.

(b) 
Credits may be allowed for  service commitment fees  paid pursuant to article II or article IV of Chapter 110 of the County Code of Ordinances.  To receive a credit for commitment fees paid by another party, the applicant must present a valid assignment (original and notarized) from the person who paid the commitment fees. 

Part 6.
Water and Wastewater Service Impact Fee Funds/Appropriation of Funds. 
(a) 
The County shall establish a water service impact fee fund and wastewater service impact fee fund.  Such funds shall clearly be identified as monies collected as water and wastewater service impact fees.  All water and wastewater service impact fees collected by the county shall be deposited into the water and wastewater service impact fees funds.  The board shall establish and implement necessary accounting controls to ensure that all water and wastewater service impact fees are properly deposited, accounted for and appropriated in accordance with this section and any other applicable legal requirements. 

(b) 
Water service impact fee monies shall only be expended for water service facilities within the county and wastewater service impact fee monies shall only be expended for wastewater service facilities.  All interest or investment income earned shall be available for appropriation or expenditure for water and wastewater service facilities.

(c) 
The monies from the water and wastewater service impact fee funds shall be used by the county solely to provide water or wastewater service facilities which are necessitated by new services connections, consistent with and as set forth below and shall not be used for any expenditure that would be classified as an operating expense, routine maintenance or repair expense. The county shall use water and wastewater service impact fees funds' monies for the following components of those projects listed in the capital improvement program identified in the schedules 2 and 2-3A of the water and wastewater service impact fee study:

1. Design, permitting and building construction plan costs for the water and wastewater service facilities;

2. Water and wastewater service facilities acquisition costs;
3. Building construction costs, including all furnishings and equipment, of water and wastewater service facilities;
4.
 Repayment of monies borrowed from any budgetary fund of the county subsequent to the effective date of this article, where such borrowed monies were used to fund growth necessitated capital improvements to water and wastewater service facilities as provided herein; or
5

Payment of principal and interest, necessary reserves and costs of issuance under any bonds or other indebtedness issued by the county to fund growth-necessitated improvements to the water and wastewater service facilities subsequent to September 11, 2006.
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