PASCO COUNTY, FLORIDA
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Chairman DATE: 9/03/09 FILE: CAO 10-0801
Members of the Board
of County Commissioners

o0
THRU:  Jeffrey N. Steinsnyder,j \ﬁ q,‘ﬁ RE: Introduction of Amendments to Chapter
County Attorney i 106 - Pasco County Code of Ordinances

% WJ/ (BOCC 10/06/09; 10:00 a.m.; DC)

FROM:  Kristi Wooden,
Senior Assistant County Attorney = REFERENCES: All Commission Districts

It is recommended that the data herein presented be given formal consideration by the Board of
County Commissioners.

DESCRIPTION AND CONDITIONS

The Board of County Commissioners on May 12, 2009, directed the County Attorney’s
Office to amend the county’s current parking regulations to clarify that persons should not park a
car in such a manner that the car blocks a portion of the sidewalk.

Attached please find the requested amendments. The amendments make it a Class |
parking violation to “stop, stand or park a vehicle...on any portion of a driveway or lot when such
vehicle, or any attached equipment or trailer, blocks or obstructs any portion of the sidewalk,
hinders use of the sidewalk, causes pedestrians using the sidewalk to detour around the vehicle
or equipment, or interferes with free passage along the sidewalk including that portion of the
sidewalk which crosses a driveway.” The fine for a class | parking violation is $15.00. The fine
is doubled for second and subsequent offenses.

In the course of determining the options for amending the ordinance, at the Board’s
direction county staff and the County Attorney’s Office also examined issues related to street
parking.

Section 106-26 of the Pasco County Code states:

Sec. 106-26. Authorization to prohibit parking.

The board of county commissioners may place official signs prohibiting parking
upon public roads and rights of way, roads dedicated to the public by plat,
privately-owned roads over which the public is permitted to travel (whether or not
those roads are dedicated to the public by plat), in county-owned parks, and on
county-owned property, or other areas under its jurisdiction, upon the passage of
a resolution which designates the area where such conduct is prohibited.

The attached amendments make two proposed changes to this section. First, the proposed
amendments eliminate the provision concerning regulation of parking on private roads over
which the public has authority to travel. The Sheriff's Office requires a traffic enforcement
agreement to enforce parking regulations on private roads, and enforces regulations contained
in chapter 316 of the Florida Statutes rather than the regulations contained in the county’s code.
Communities with private streets may choose to create and enforce on-street parking
prohibitions themselves through private signage and private towing if there is a problem with
emergency vehicle access or other on-street parking problems. The county has not historically
regulated parking on such roads, and as the provision is inconsistent with practice it should be
removed. e

Second, whether street parking is appropriate in a given neighborhood or street is evaluated by
county staff (typically) during the development review process, and ultimately decided by the
county’s traffic operations manager. The proposed amendments allow the traffic operations
manager to designate roads where parking should be prohibited based on safety or traffic
management concerns, and to erect appropriate signage. Any person who wishes to appeal
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any street parking restriction designated by the traffic operations manager may file an appeal to
the Board within 30 days of the effective date of the ordinance (for roads where parking has
already been restricted by the traffic operations manager, but where no Board resolution exists),
or within 30 days of erection of the sign, whichever is later. The Board’s authority to restrict
parking on a road by resolution is unchanged.

The County Attorney’s Office does not recommend sending this ordinance to the Citizen’s
Ordinance Review Committee (CORC) for review and comment. CORC, in the process of
reviewing parking regulations in 2007, recommended that the Board clarify the parking
regulations to prohibit blocking the sidewalk. As CORC clearly supports the change, it is
unnecessary to send the ordinance back to that committee for further comment. The CAO does
not recommend referral of the proposed changes to the LDC Stakeholders’ Committee, as that
committee is not currently tasked with reviewing the parking regulations codified in Chapter 106
of the Pasco County Code.

ALTERNATIVES AND ANALYSIS:

1. Introduce the attached proposed amendments to Chapter 106 of the Pasco
County Code of Ordinances.
2. Do not introduce the attached proposed amendments to Chapter 106 of the

Pasco County Code of Ordinances.

3. Direct Staff to some other course of action.

RECOMMENDATION:

The County Attorney’s Office recommends that the Board of County Commissioners approve
Alternative Number 1, waive the evening hearing by a four fifth’s roll call vote, and direct Board
Records to advertise the proposed ordinance for final public hearing on November 3, 2009, at
1:30 p.m at the Historic Pasco County Courthouse, Commission Boardroom, 37918 Meridian
Avenue, Dade City, Florida.

No funding is required for this item. There will be no impact on the cost of housing, or the
additional housing cost is too indirect and speculative to determine an exact amount per unit.

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance

cc: Debra Zampetti, Zoning/Code Administrator
Hon. Bob White, Pasco County Sheriff
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