PASCO COUNTY
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

7530 Little Road ¢ New Port Richey ¢ Florida 34654
Telephone: (727) 847-8140 Fax: (727) 847-8084

April 22, 2010

The Honorable Ronda Storms
State Senator, District 10

313 E. Robertson Street
Brandon, FL 33511

RE:  Transportation Revenue Shortfalls
Dear Senator Storms:

At the Pasco County MPO meeting held on April 15, 2010, FDOT representatives informed the MPO
Board that the State's Transportation Revenue Estimating Conference and the Growth Management
Estimating Conference both forecasted revenue reductions for the FDOT Work Program for
FY 2010-11 through FY 2014-15. This has resulted in a negative impact to many of the planned
projects in Pasco County resulting in project phases being delayed or deferred, or in some cases,
moved completely outside of the Five-Year Tentative Work Program (see District Seven Project
Movement /Pasco County enclosed). The MPO Board was greatly concerned about the impacts to the
timing of planned projects and the likelihood of increased project costs in the future since project
implementation costs are at historic lows. In addition, other known proposals that divert or "sweep"
monies from the State Transportation Trust Fund will exacerbate the situation.

The Pasco MPO Board took action at the April 15, 2010, meeting and authorized the Chair to notify
members of the Pasco County Legislative Delegation of the MPO's concerns in this regard. With
unemployment within Pasco County and the State as a whole at historic levels, now is not the time to
pull back on funding for transportation. The MPO Board is asking for program stability and maintaining
infrastructure investment in the short term for long-term gain. We are seeking your renewed and
sustained commitment recognizing the importance of maintaining and protecting funding for
transportation particularly in light of current economic conditions.

Should you need any further information about the MPO Board's action, please contact me at your
convenience. | look forward to a favorable outcome in this session in regard to funding for
transportation.

Sincerely,

e

ichard Rober

Chairman
RR/JHE/ltr/smporevenue
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