Definitions that were contained within the Land Development Code in other than Article 200 and definitions contained within the Pasco County Code.  After November 19, 2008 meeting, these will be merged into the new “Chapter 2 - Definitions” document.
Chapter 311, Benches within Public Rights-of-Way, LDC

 
1.
Bus stop. A designated stop on an official bus route as designated and approved by the department for buses to stop for the purpose of loading and unloading passengers.

 



4.
Permittee.  An individual, firm, partnership, corporation, or combination thereof who 1) has a valid contract with the county to provide benches at authorized bus stops and 2) has a permit for the placement of a bench in the right-of-way at an approved bus stop.

 

Chapter 319, Transportation Corridor Management, LDC
 
B.
Development site.  The total area of the lot, tract, or parcel which is the subject of an application for a development permit.

 
C.
Expanded development site.  All development, parcels of land, lots and tracts, including development, parcels of land, lots and tracts contiguous to or nearby the development site that are 1) developed by the same or a related developer or landowner; or 2) developed as part of the same zoning plan, preliminary plan, preliminary site plan, plat, or other unified or common plan or development, as determined by the county administrator or his designee consistent with the purposes of this section. For the purposes of this definition, a related developer or landowner shall include a partnership in which any of the same persons or entities are partners, and a corporation in which any of the same persons are officers or directors.

 
 

Chapter 602, Tree Protection and Restoration, LDC


Caliper. Trunk caliper is measured six inches above the ground on trees up to and including four inches in diameter. 

Commercial grower. A grower producing plants (including trees) for resale at retail or wholesale value and registered with the state department of agriculture and consumer services, division of plant industry. 

Diameter at breast height (dbh). The diameter, in inches, of a tree measured at 54 inches above the natural grade. The diameter of multiple-trunked tree(s) shall be added together for this measurement. 

Parking space. A paved or unpaved, ground-surface area used for storage of a single motor vehicle. 

Topping. The cutting back of tree branches to stubs or lateral branches that are not large enough to assume the terminal role. Other names for topping include heading, tipping, hat-racking, and rounding over. 

Tree. A perennial, woody plant. 

Tree location survey. A readable, scale drawing or accurate sketch that provides, at a minimum, the following information: the approximate location of trees, identifying species, size measured by dbh, and whether a tree is to remain or is proposed for removal. 

Chapter 603, Landscaping and Irrigation, LDC

Annual beds. Any landscape where the majority of plants are replaced on a regular basis. 

Automatic irrigation controller. A timer capable of operating valve stations to set days and length of time of a water application. 


Buffer. A strip of land separating adjacent land uses. 

Caliper. Trunk caliper is measured six inches above the ground on trees up to and including four inches in diameter. 

Drought-tolerant plants. Established plants that survive on natural rainfall with occasional irrigation during dry periods. 

Emitter. A device that applies irrigation water. This term is primarily used to refer to the low flow rate devices used in micro-irrigation systems. 

Green space. 
1. As pertains to landscaping:  The entire parcel, less the building footprint, driveways, vehicular access areas, and hardscapes, such as decks, patios, pools, and other nonporous areas. Stormwater management systems and wetland conservation areas, lakes, rivers, and creeks are excluded in the calculation of green space area. 
2. (Reserved).
Ground cover. Plants, other than turfgrass, which reach a mature height of 24 inches or less. 

Irrigation system. A permanent watering system designed to transport and distribute water to plants as a supplement to natural rainfall. 

Irrigation zone. A control valve circuit containing emitters and/or sprinklers with consistent application rates. 

Landscape plant zone. A grouping of plants with similar water and cultural (sunlight, soil, etc.) needs. Plant groupings based on water use are as follows: drought-tolerant plants, natural plants, and oasis plants. 

Leaching. The removal of water-soluble compounds by the percolation of water. 

Micro-irrigation. An irrigation system with a maximum flow rate per emitter of 30 gallons per hour or less. These systems are not approved for turfgrass applications. 

Mulch. Any material applied to the soil surface to retain soil moisture, control erosion, inhibit weeds, and/or regulate soil temperatures. 

Native plants. A plant species that was present in the state in 1513 when Europeans arrived or if the plant species arrived after 1513 by nonhuman means, such as air, animal, or sea drift. 

Natural plants. Established plants that survive on natural rainfall without irrigation. 

Oasis plants. Established plants that require frequent irrigation. 

Overspray. Water that is delivered beyond the landscape area; wetting pavements, walks, structures, or other nonlandscaped areas. 

  [Note:  Duplicative]
Rain sensor device. A calibrated device that is designed to measure rainfall and override the irrigation cycle of the irrigation system when a predetermined amount of rainfall has occurred. The suggested setting of the rain sensor device for shutoff, as per the University of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), is one-half to three-quarters inch. 

Runoff. Water that is not absorbed by the soil and flows from the area. 

Screen. Fences, walls, berms, trees, shrubs, or a combination of these located within a buffer to serve as a visual barrier. 

Turf and/or turfgrass. Continuous plant coverage consisting of grass species appropriately suited to the site where it is planted. 

Vehicular use area. All areas used for the circulation, parking, and/or display of any and all types of vehicles, boats, or heavy construction equipment, whether self-propelled or not, and all land upon which vehicles traverse, including parking lot driveways. This shall include, but is not limited to, areas used to accommodate drive-through service. Only driveways and parking spaces serving single-and two-family uses shall be an exception to this definition. 

Water features. Features of a site that holds water temporarily or permanently. These may include both natural features (lakes, wetlands, rivers, creeks, etc.) and artificial features (retention and detention ponds, fountains, ditches, and canals). 

Xeriscape or Florida friendly landscape (as provided for in F.S. § 373.185). Quality landscapes that conserve water, protect the environment, are adaptable to local conditions and are drought tolerant. The principles of Xeriscape include planning and design, appropriate choice of plants, soil analysis (which may include the use of solid waste compost), efficient irrigation, practical use of turf, appropriate use of mulches, and proper maintenance. 
Chapter 604, Stormwater Quality Management, LDC
 



C.
Clean Water Act (CWA): Amendments, passed in 1972 by Congress, to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act and commonly referred to as the Clean Water Act (CWA).





 
H.
Discharge: Includes, but is not limited to, any release, spilling, leaking, seeping, pouring, emitting, emptying, or dumping of any substance or material.


 
J.
Illicit connections: Point source discharges to the county's municipal separate storm sewer system or to waters of the United States, which are not composed entirely of stormwater and are not authorized by a national pollutant discharge elimination system permit. Failure of an industrial facility or construction site to notify the county administrator of a connection to the county's municipal separate storm sewer system constitutes an illicit connection.

 
K.
Illicit discharge: Any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer system or to waters of the United States that is not composed entirely of stormwater, with the exception of discharges which are exempt pursuant to section 604.7 of this Code. Any discharge in violation of a national pollutant discharge elimination system permit shall constitute an illicit discharge.

 
L.
Industrial activities: Activities which are conducted on properties designated for industrial land use in accordance with the county comprehensive plan and/or at facilities identified by the United States Environmental Protection Agency as requiring a national pollutant discharge elimination system stormwater permit under the definition of "storm water discharge associated with industrial activity" in title 40, section 122.26 of the Code of Federal Regulations or any amendment thereof.

 
M.
Inspection: Includes, but is not limited to any on-site physical examination of all facilities and grounds which may discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer system, a review of all records on operation and maintenance of facilities and the results of any monitoring performed for compliance with state, federal, and local regulations or permit conditions.

 
N.
Municipal separate storm sewer system: A conveyance or system of conveyances (including, but not limited to, roads with drainage systems, streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains) owned or operated by a local government that discharges to waters of the United States or connects to other municipal separate storm sewer systems, that is designed solely for collecting or conveying stormwater, and that is not part of a publicly owned treatment works as defined by 40 CFR 122.2 or any amendment thereto.

 
O.
National pollutant discharge elimination system (NPDES): The federal program for issuing, modifying, revoking, reissuing, terminating, monitoring, and enforcing permits and imposing and enforcing pretreatment requirements under sections 307, 402, 318, and 405 of the Clean Water Act.

 
P.
Person: Any individual, partnership, firm, organization, corporation, association, or other legal entity, whether singular or plural, as the context may require.

 
Q.
Point source: Any discernible and confined conveyance, including but not limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, container, rolling stocks, concentrated animal feeding operation, vessel, or other floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged. This term does not include return flows from irrigated agriculture.

 
R.
Pollutant: aAny dredged spoil; solid waste; incinerator residue; filter backwash; sewage; garbage; sewage sludge; munition; chemical wastes; biological materials; radioactive materials (except those regulated under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42 [U.S.C. 2011 et. seq.]); heat; wrecked or discharged equipment; rock; sand; and industrial, municipal, and agricultural waste discharged into water.

 
S.
Stormwater: Surface runoff and drainage of water resulting from rainfall.

T. Waters of the United States: As defined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) in title 40, section 122 of the Code of Federal Regulations or any amendments thereto
Chapter 608, Waste Disposal and Land Spreading Operations, LDC
 
1.
Animal waste.  Offal, animal excrement other than human waste, poultry, hog, cow, or horse manure, or other discarded excrement material whether solid, liquid, or gaseous.

 











































 

Chapter 612, Groundwater Protection, LDC
Animal Unit. As defined in chapter 62-670, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), a unit of measurement for an animal feeding operation calculated by adding the following numbers: the number of slaughter and feeder cattle multiplied by 1.0, plus the number of mature dairy cattle multiplied by 1.4, plus the number of swine weighing over 55 pounds multiplied by 0.4, plus the number of sheep multiplied by 0.1, plus the number of horses multiplied by 2.0. 


Community water system. As defined in chapter 62-521, F.A.C., a community water system is a public water system that serves at least 15 service connections used by year-round residents or regularly serves at least 25 year-round residents. For purposes of this section, this definition includes any regional water supply system that provides water at wholesale to the county for distribution to retail customers. 

Concentrated animal feeding operation. As defined in chapter 62-670, F.A.C., a feeding operation where more animals are confined than are specified in the categories listed below:

 
A.
1,000 slaughter and feeder cattle.

 
B.
700 mature dairy cattle (whether milked or dry cows).

 
C.
2,500 swine weighing over 55 pounds each.

 
D.
500 horses.

 
E.
10,000 sheep or lambs.

 
F.
55,000 turkeys.

 
G.
100,000 laying hens or broilers (if the facility has continuous overflow watering).

 
H.
30,000 laying hens or broilers (if the facility has a liquid manure handling system).

 
I.
5,000 ducks.

 
J.
1,000 animal units. 

Conditionally exempt small quantity generator. A conditionally exempt small quantity generator, as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, title 40 Code of Federal Regulations, section 261, is one which in a calendar month generates no more than 100 kilograms (220 lbs. or approximately 25 gallons) of hazardous waste or less than one kilogram of an acute hazardous waste. Additionally, the generator must never accumulate more than 1,000 kilograms (2,200 lbs. or approximately 250 gallons) of hazardous waste at any time. 

Confining unit. As defined in chapter 40D-3, F.A.C., a body of relatively impermeable material stratigraphically adjacent to one or more aquifers in which hydraulic conductivity may range from nearly zero to some value distinctly lower than that of the aquifer. 


Facility. All buildings, equipment, structures, and other stationary items that are located on a single site or on contiguous or adjacent sites and that are owned or operated by the same person (or by any person which controls, is controlled by, or under common control with, such person). For purposes of emergency release notification, the term includes spills or discharges from motor vehicles, rolling stock and aircraft. 


Groundwater resource protection area. All the land area included within the boundaries of the county. 

Hazardous waste. Solid waste, or a combination of solid wastes, which, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics, may cause, or significantly contribute to, an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible or incapacitating reversible illness or may pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly transported, disposed of, stored, treated, or otherwise managed, as defined in F.S. § 403.703. 

Landfarming. A process for treating contaminated soil by spreading the contaminated soil in a thin layer over an impermeable liner or surface. Contaminant reduction is achieved through a combination of volatilization, biodegradation, and photo-degradation. 


Water pollution. The presence of any substance or condition in water that tends to degrade its quality so as to constitute a hazard or impair the usefulness of the water. 

Potentiometric surface. The elevation to which water will rise in a tightly cased well. 


Recharge area. Any area of porous, permeable geologic deposits, such as deposits of stratified sand and gravel, and sinkhole areas, through which water from any source drains into an aquifer, and including wetlands or water bodies, together with the watershed. 

Reclaimed water. Water that has received at least secondary treatment and basic disinfection and is reused after flowing out of a domestic wastewater treatment facility, as defined in Rule 62-610, F.A.C., as amended. 

Regulated substance. Any substance, including petroleum or derivatives thereof, or combination of substances which because of their quantity, concentration, physical, chemical, infectious, flammable, combustible, radioactive, or toxic characteristics, may cause or significantly contribute to a present or potential risk to human health, safety, welfare, to groundwater resources or to the natural environment. Regulated substances include those materials subject to regulation under the laws, and any regulations adopted pursuant to the laws, listed below, all as amended:

 
A.
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601--9675;

 
B.
Clean Water Act (Federal Water Pollution Control Act), 33 U.S.C. §§ 1251--1387;

 
C.
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), 7 U.S.C. §§ 136--136Y;

 
D.
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (EPCRA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 11001--11050;

 
E.
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (HMTA), 49 App. (U.S.C.) §§ 1801--1819;

 
F.
Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 (HSWA), Pub.L. 98-616, November 8, 1984, Stat. 3221;

 
G.
Solid Waste Disposal Act and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 6901--6992K;

 
H.
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA), Pub. L. 99-499, as amended by Pub. L. 99-563, Pub. L. 100-102, and Pub. L. 101-144;

 
I.
Toxic substances Control Act (TSCA), 15 U.S.C. §§ 2601--2654;

 
J.
Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 300f--300j-26;

 
K.
Hazardous Substances Law, F.S. §§ 501.061--501.121;

 
L.
F.S. ch. 376; and

 
M.
F.S. ch. 403. 

Small quantity generator (SQG). A small quantity generator, as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, 40 Code of Federal Regulations 260, is one which generates less than 1,000 kilograms (2,200 lbs. or approximately 250 gallons) of hazardous waste in a calendar month. 

Solid waste. 2. (As pertains to groundwater protection):  Solid waste includes garbage, refuse, white goods, special waste, ashes, sludge or other discarded material, including solid, liquid, semi-solid or contained gaseous material resulting from domestic, industrial, commercial, mining, agricultural or governmental operations. For purposes of this Code, solid waste does not include:

 
A.
Disposal by persons of solid waste resulting from their own activities on their own property, provided such waste is either from their residential property and is not a regulated substance or is rocks, soils, trees, tree remains, and other vegetative matter which normally result from land development operations.

 
B.
Storage of solid waste in containers by persons where such solid waste results from their own activities on their property, leased or rented property, or property subject to a homeowners' or maintenance association for which the person contributes association assessments, if the solid waste in such containers is collected at least once a week. 

Special protection areas. Zones delineated around vulnerable features, such as sinkholes, excavations or caves, within which land uses are regulated to protect the quality of the groundwater resource. 

Spill. The unpermitted release or escape of a regulated substance directly or indirectly to the ground surface, soils, surface waters, or groundwater. 


Travel time. The time required for groundwater to move from a specific point to the well. 

Transmissivity. The rate at which water of the prevailing kinematic viscosity is transmitted through a unit width of the aquifer under a unit hydraulic gradient. 

Unconfined aquifer. An aquifer that has the water table as its upper boundary and a confining unit as a lower boundary. It is also an aquifer under atmospheric conditions at the water table. 

Vulnerable feature. A natural or man-made feature of the land that has the potential to discharge directly to the Floridan aquifer. These features include excavations and solution features such as sinkholes, caves and mine pits that expose the top of the Floridan aquifer. 

Wellhead protection areas (WPA). Zones delineated around a supply well, group of supply wells, and/or wellfields within which land uses are regulated to protect the quality of the groundwater resource. 

Chapter 616, Personal Wireless Service Facilities, LDC

Antenna. A whip (omnidirectional antenna or "omni"), panel (directional antenna or "dish"), disc (parabolic antenna), or similar device used for transmission and/or reception of radio frequency signals. 

Antenna array. An antenna array is one or more whips, panels, discs, or similar devices used for the transmission or reception of radio frequency signals, which may include omnidirectional antennas (whips), directional antennas (panels), and parabolic antennas (discs). 


Camouflage. A way of designing or installing and mounting a PWSF that creates the effect that the PWSF is part of or similar to its surroundings. 

Carrier. A company licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) that provides wireless services. A tower builder or owner is not a carrier unless licensed to provide personal wireless services. 

Cellular. A mobile telephone service operating in the 800 MHz spectrum. 

Coapplicant. Any person and/or entity joining with an applicant in an application for a permit for a PWSF, including the owner(s) of the PWSF, owner(s) of the subject property and any proposed tenant(s) for the PWSF. 

Collocation. The use of a common mount by two or more wireless carriers. 

Commercial mobile radio services (CMRS). Per section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, any of several technologies using radio signals at various frequencies to send and receive voice, data, and video. According to the FCC, these services are "functionally equivalent services" section 704 of the Telecommunications Act prohibits unreasonable discrimination among functionally equivalent services. 

Conceal. To enclose or block from view a PWSF within a natural or manmade feature, object or device, resulting in the facility being either invisible or made part of the feature enclosing it. 

Design. The appearance of PWSFs such as their materials, colors, and shape. 

Disguise. To design a PWSF to appear to be something other than a PWSF. 

DRC. The development review committee as defined in article 300 of the land development code. The board of county commissioners may designate by resolution or ordinance another person, entity or advisory body to fulfill the functions and duties of the DRC as set forth in this section. 

Elevation. The measurement of height above sea level. Also AMSL, or above mean sea level. 

Enhanced specialized mobile radio (ESMR). Land mobile radio with telephone and data services. 

Equipment building/equipment shelter/equipment facility. An enclosed structure or cabinet within which is housed the equipment for the PWSF such as, but not limited to, batteries and electrical equipment. 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC). An independent federal agency charged with licensing and regulating wireless communications at the national level. 

Functionally equivalent services. Cellular, PCS, enhanced specialized mobile radio, specialized mobile radio and paging. Section 704 of the Telecommunications Act prohibits unreasonable discrimination among functionally equivalent services. 

Guyed tower. A type of mount that is anchored to the ground or to another surface and stabilized by diagonal cables. 

Height or height AGL (above ground level). The distance measured from ground level to the highest point of a PWSF, primary antenna support structure, or utility structure, including the antenna array. For purposes of measuring height, all antennas, lightning rods, or other attachments mounted on a structure shall be included in the measurements to determine overall (i.e. combined) height. 

Historic resources or historic properties. Any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, object, or other real or personal property of historical, architectural, or archaeological value. These properties or resources may include, but are not limited to: monuments, memorials, Indian habitations, ceremonial sites, abandoned settlements, sunken or abandoned watercraft, engineering works, treasure troves, artifacts, or other objects or features with intrinsic historical or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to the history, government, and culture of the state and the county. 

Lattice tower. A type of mount that consists of multiple legs and cross-bracing. 

Location. The area where a PWSF is located or proposed to be located. 

Mitigation or mitigated. The reduction or elimination of visual impacts by the use of one or more methods:

 
A.
Conceal.

 
B.
Camouflage.

 
C.
Disguise. 

Monopole. One type of self-supporting mount consisting of a single shaft of wood, steel, or concrete and antennas at the top and/or along the shaft. 

Mount. A structure designed for the primary purpose of supporting antenna or antenna array. 

Pagers. A small radio receiver designed to be carried by a person and to give an indication when activated by the reception of its specific code. Some pagers also transmit a signal acknowledging that a message has been received. 

Paging. Transmission of coded radio signals for the purpose of activating specific pagers. 

Personal communication services (PCS). Mobile telephone service operating in the 1900 MHz spectrum. 

Personal wireless service facility (PWSF). Facility for the provision of personal wireless services, as defined by section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. A PWSF is any facility for the transmission and/or reception of personal wireless services, which may consist of an antenna array, transmission cables, equipment shelter or building, access road, mount, and a guy system. 

Personal wireless services. Any personal wireless service defined in the Federal Telecommunications Act which includes Federal Communications Commission (FCC) licensed commercial wireless telecommunications services including cellular, personal communications services (PCS), specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced specialized mobile radio (ESMR), paging as well as unlicensed wireless services, and common carrier wireless exchange access services. 

Primary antenna support structure. A term used to describe telecommunications towers that were approved under, or pre-existed, county Ordinance 97-09 (also referred to in Ordinance No. 97-09 as communications towers or facilities or personal wireless communication facilities). 

Radio frequency emissions. The electromagnetic energy radiated from an antenna or antenna array. These emissions are the means by which information is transported without wires by PWSFs. 

Radio frequency (RF) engineer. Someone with a background in electrical engineering or microwave engineering who specializes in the study of radio frequencies. 

Radius. The maximum distance from the center of a PWSF mount to a circumference line set by the farthest point of any attachment(s) or antenna array, not including peripheral anchors and guy wires. 

Security barrier. A locked fence, wall, or other method that restricts access to a PWSF. 

Site.  2. (As pertains to Personal Wireless Support Facilities).  That portion of a subject property where a PWSF is to be placed, and which contains all associated mounts, equipment, equipment buildings and shelters, security fencing, landscaping, access and utility easements, and any guy wires and anchors. Any acceptable location may have several potential sites within it. 

Siting. The method and form of placement of PWSFs on a specific area of a subject property. 

Specialized mobile radio (SMR). A form of dispatch or two-way communication used by companies that rent space or time from an SMR carrier. Used primarily for data, delivery vans, truckers, or taxis within a small, definable geographic area. 

Standards. Guidelines or measures provided in this section by which acceptability of a PWSF application is determined. PWSFs are measured by standards measuring visibility or safety. Wireless planning generally regulates PWSFs on three levels: location (where the PWSF site can go), siting (how the PWSF is placed within its setting), and design (what the PWSF looks like). 


Substantial damage. 1. (As pertains to Personal Wireless Support Facilities PWSF). Damage of any origin sustained by a PWSF mount where the cost of restoring the PWSF mount to its condition prior to damage would equal or exceed 75 percent of the adjusted replacement cost of the PWSF mount before the damage occurred. 

Technology. The type of air interface used by wireless carriers, commonly referred to as 1G (analog), 2G (digital), 2.5G (high bandwidth) and 3G (higher bandwidth). 

Telecommunications tower. A self-supporting mount constructed for the primary purpose of supporting antennas and other PWSF components. 

Tiering. Assigning PWSF applications to one of three categories in accordance with section 616.5 of this Code. 

Unlawful PWSF. Any PWSF or primary antenna support structure, or portion thereof, not authorized in accordance with this section or other applicable Pasco County or Federal Communications Commission ordinances, rules, or regulations. 

Unlicensed wireless services. Commercial mobile services that operate on frequencies that require no FCC license. 

Utility structure. Telephone poles, utility distribution and transmission poles, streetlights and traffic signal stanchions. 

Wetlands. Those areas defined as class I, II or III wetlands as defined in policy 2.7.3 of the conservation element of the county comprehensive plan.
Chapter 617, Large Scale, Commercial-Retail Design Standards, LDC
acade: The face of a building that is visible to the public. 

Large-scale, commercial-retail building: A commercial building whose total gross building area, including outdoor display and sales areas, is equal to or exceeds 25,000 square feet. For determining building area, buildings located closer than 20 feet apart shall be considered one building. 

Large-scale, commercial-retail, development project: A commercial development project where the project is developed as a common plan of development and contains a large-scale, commercial-retail building. 

Full-cutoff, light fixture: A light fixture designed such that no light is projected at or above a 90-degree plane running through the lowest point on the fixture where the light is emitted and less than ten percent of the rated lumens are projected between 90 degrees and 80 degrees. 

Semicutoff, light fixture: A fixture that projects no more than five percent of the rated lumens above a 90-degree plane running through the lowest point on the fixture where the light is emitted and less than 20 percent of the rated lumens are projected between 90 degrees and 80 degrees. 

Outdoor, light fixtures: All outdoor, illuminating devices, reflective surfaces, lamps, and other devices, either permanently installed or portable, which are used for illumination or advertisement. 

Chapter 618, Access Management Regulations, LDC

 
Reasonable access.  The minimum number of connections, direct or indirect, necessary to provide safe ingress and egress to the collector and arterial roadway system based on projected connection and roadway traffic volumes and the type and intensity of the land use.

 
Project.  2. (As pertains to Access Management) Any "single development" requesting: 1) any approval pursuant to section 306 of the land development code; and/or 2) a right-of-way use permit pursuant to section 311 of the land development code. The county may also apply these regulations to any "single development" requesting a rezoning, zoning amendment, conditional use or other land use approval. For purposes of the definition of "project," the term "single development" shall include any development, parcel of land, lot, and tract; and contiguous or nearby (within one-quarter mile) developments, parcels, lots, or tracts that are 1) developed by the same or a related development or landowner or 2) developed as part of the same zoning plan, preliminary plan, preliminary site plan, plat, or other unified or common plan of development as determined by the engineering services director or his designee. However, parcels of land, lots or tracts legally subdivided, or that filed a complete application to legally subdivide, prior to June 4, 2004, or otherwise exempt from these regulations, and not presently owned by a related developer or landowner, shall not be aggregated as a "single development". For purposes of this definition, a related developer or landowner shall include a partnership in which any of the same persons or entities are partners; and a corporation in which any of the same persons are officers or directors. If an applicant is in doubt as to whether a particular development, parcel of land, lot or tract will be aggregated with another development, parcel, lot or tract pursuant to this definition, the applicant may request a written determination from the engineering services director, or his designee. The term "project" shall be liberally construed in favor of the applicability of these access management regulations to all development along collector and arterial roadways within the county.

 




Future Traffic Circulation Map Series.  The map series established pursuant to objective TRA 2.1 of the county comprehensive plan, as it may be amended from time to time consistent with objective TRA 2.1 (presently future number of lanes (map 7-22), future roadway functional classification (map 7-24), corridor preservation (map 7-35) and highway vision plan (map 7-36)). 

Chapter 701, Flood Damage Prevention, LDC
Accessory structure 2. (as pertains to Flood Damage Prevention) appurtenant structure):  A detached structure, which is located on the same parcel of property as the principal structure and the use of which is incidental to the use of the principal structure. Accessory structures should constitute a minimal initial investment, may not be used for human habitation, and be designed to have minimal flood damage potential. Examples of accessory structures are detached garages, carports, storage sheds, pole barns, and hay sheds. 

Addition (to an existing building).  Any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter of a building in which the addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall other than a firewall. Any walled and roofed addition, which is connected by a firewall or is separated by independent perimeter load-bearing walls, is new construction. 


Area of shallow flooding.  A designated AO or AH Zone on the community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with base flood depths from one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate, and where velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow. 

Area of special flood hazard.  The land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. 

Base flood.  The flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year (also called the "100-year flood"). Base flood is the term used throughout this section. 

Basement 2 .  As pertains to Flood Damage Prevention:  That portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides. 

Breakaway wall.  A wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is intended through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces without causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or the supporting foundation system. 

Building. See "structure." 

Coastal high hazard area.  An area of special flood hazard extending from offshore to the inland limit of a primary frontal dune along an open coast and any other area subject to high velocity wave action from storms or seismic sources. The area is designated on the FIRM as zone V1--V30, or VE or V. 

Cost of construction.  The actual value, determined by using prevailing normal market values, of all labor, materials, service, equipment, overhead and profit that will be used to improve the structure or is required to fully repair the structure to its before-damaged condition. The county administrator, or his designee, shall review the said costs to ensure that the estimates are reasonably accurate and that the cost estimate reasonably reflects the actual costs to fully repair any damage and/or make the proposed improvements to the structure. 


Critical facility.  A facility for which even a slight chance of flooding might be too great. Critical facilities include, but are not limited to, schools, nursing homes, hospitals, police, fire and emergency response installations, and installations that produce, use, or store hazardous materials or hazardous waste. 

Development 2 .  As pertains to Flood Damage Prevention:  Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavating, drilling operations, or permanent storage of materials or equipment. 

Elevated building.  A nonbasement building which has its lowest floor elevated above ground level by means of fill, solid foundation perimeter walls, shear walls, posts, piers, pilings, columns, or breakaway walls. 

Encroachment.  The advance or infringement of uses, plant growth, fill, excavation, buildings, permanent structures or development into a floodplain, which may impede or alter the flow capacity of a floodplain. 

Existing construction.  Any structure for which the "start of construction" commenced before the effective date (November 18, 1981) of the floodplain management regulations adopted by Pasco County. 

Existing manufactured home park or subdivision,  A manufactured home park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective date (November 18, 1981) of the floodplain management regulations adopted by Pasco County. 

Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision.  The preparation of additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 

Flood or flooding.  A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas from:

 
A.
The overflow of inland or tidal waters; or

 
B.
The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 

Flood hazard boundary map (FHBM).  An official map of a community, issued by Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), where the boundaries of the areas of special flood hazard have been identified as zone A. 

Flood insurance rate map (FIRM).  An official map of a community on which the FEMA has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium zones applicable to the community. 

Flood insurance study (FIS).  The official hydraulic and hydrologic report provided by FEMA. The report contains flood profiles, as well as the FIRM, FHBM (where applicable) and the water surface elevation of the base flood. 

Floodplain.  Any land area susceptible to flooding (see definition of flood or flooding). 

Floodplain management.  The operation of an overall program of corrective and preventive measures for reducing flood damage and preserving and enhancing, where possible, natural resources in the floodplain including, but not limited to, emergency preparedness plans, flood-control works, floodplain-management regulations, and open space plans. 

Floodplain-management regulations.  This section and other zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, building codes, health regulations, special purpose ordinances, and other applications of police power which control development in flood-prone areas. This term describes federal, state, or local regulations in any combination thereof, which provide standards for preventing and reducing flood loss and damage. 

Floodway.  The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot. 

Floodway fringe.  That area of the floodplain on either side of the regulatory floodway where encroachment may be permitted without additional hydraulic and/or hydrologic analysis. 

Floor.  The top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including basement); i.e., top of slab in concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood-frame construction. The term does not include the floor of a garage used solely for parking vehicles. 

Functionally dependent facility.  A facility which cannot be used for its intended purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, such as a docking or port facility necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, shipbuilding, or ship repair. The term does not include long-term storage, manufacture, sales, or service facilities. 

Hardship (as related to variances of this section).  The exceptional hardship that would result from a failure to grant the requested variance. The development review committee requires that the hardship is exceptional, unusual, and peculiar to the property involved. Mere economic or financial hardship alone is NOT exceptional. Inconvenience, aesthetic considerations, physical handicaps, personal preferences, or the disapproval of one's neighbors likewise cannot, as a rule, qualify as an exceptional hardship. All of these problems can be resolved through other means without granting a variance, even if the alternative is more expensive, or requires the property owner to build elsewhere or put the parcel to a different use than originally intended. 

Highest adjacent grade.  The highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to the start of construction, next to the proposed walls of a building. 

Historic structure.  Any structure that is:

 
A.
Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the U.S. Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;

 
B.
Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;

 
C.
Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or

 
D.
Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic preservation programs that have been certified either:

 
1.
By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, or

 
2.
Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

Increased cost of compliance (ICC).  The cost to repair a substantially damaged building that exceeds the minimal repair cost and that is required to bring a substantially damaged building into compliance with the local flood damage prevention ordinance. ICC insurance coverage is provided in a standard (NFIP) flood insurance policy. 

Lowest adjacent grade.  The lowest elevation, after the completion of construction, of the ground, sidewalk, patio, deck support, or basement entryway immediately next to the structure. 

Lowest floor.  The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, used solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage, in an area other than a basement, is not considered a building's lowest floor, provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the nonelevation design standards of this section. 


Manufactured home 2 .  As pertains to Flood Damage Prevention:  A building, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities. The term also includes park trailers, travel trailers, and similar transportable structures placed on a site for 180 consecutive days or longer and intended to be improved property. 

Manufactured home park or subdivision.  A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 

Market value.  The building value, excluding the land (as would be agreed to between a willing buyer and seller), as established by what the local real estate market will bear. Market value can be established by independent certified appraisal; replacement cost depreciated by age of building (actual cash value), or adjusted assessed values. 



New construction.  Any structure for which the "start of construction" commenced after the effective date (November 18, 1981) of the floodplain management regulations adopted by Pasco County. The term also includes any subsequent improvements to such structures. 

New manufactured home park or subdivision.  A manufactured home park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed on or after the effective date (November 18, 1981) of floodplain regulations adopted by Pasco County. 

North American Vertical Datum (NAVD). 

Obstruction includes, but is not limited to, any dam, wall, wharf, embankment, levee, dike, pile, abutment, protection, excavation, channelization, bridge, conduit, culvert, building, wire, fence, rock, gravel, refuse, fill, structure, vegetation or other material in, along, across, or projecting into any watercourse which may alter, impede, retard, or change the direction and/or velocity of the flow of water, or due to its location, its propensity to snare or collect debris carried by the flow of water, or its likelihood of being carried downstream. 

Primary frontal dune.  A continuous or nearly continuous mound or ridge of sand with relatively steep seaward and landward slopes immediately landward and subject to erosion and overtopping from high tides and waves during coastal storms. The inland limit of the primary frontal dune occurs at the point where there is a distinct change from a relatively steep slope to a relatively mild slope. 

Recreational vehicle 2 .  As pertains to Flood Damage Prevention:  A vehicle that is:

 
A.
Built on a single chassis;

 
B.
400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection;

 
C.
Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck; and

 
D.
Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling, but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 

Regulatory floodway. See floodway. 

Repetitive loss.  Flood-related damages sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during a ten-year period ending on the date of the event for which the second claim is made, in which the cost of repairing the flood damage, on the average, equaled or exceeded 25 percent of the market value of the building at the time of each such flood event. 

Special flood hazard area (SFHA) (see area of special flood hazard).  An area having special flood hazard and shown on a FHBM or FIRM as zone A, AO, A1-A30, AE, A99, AH, V1--30, VE, or V. 

Start of construction (for other than new construction or substantial improvements under the Coastal Barrier Resources Act P.L. 97-348), includes substantial improvement, and means the date the building permit was issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, or improvement was within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means the first placement of permanent construction of a building (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, installation of piles, construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation or placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main building. For substantial improvement, the actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building. 

Structure 2 .  As pertains to Flood Damage Prevention:  A walled and roofed building, including a gas or liquid storage tank and manufactured homes that are principally above ground. 

Substantial damage.  Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 

Substantial improvement.  Any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds, over a one-year period, a cumulative total of 50 percent of the market value of the structure before the "start of construction" of the improvement. 

This term includes structures, which have incurred "substantial damage," regardless of the actual repair work performed. 

For the purposes of this definition, "substantial improvement" is considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building. 

The term does not, however, include either:

 
A.
Any project for improvement of a building required to comply with existing health, sanitary, or safety code violations which have been identified prior to permit issuance by the county administrator, or his designee, and which are solely necessary to ensure safe living conditions; or are required by changes in any health or safety code since the time of original construction; or

 
B.
Any alteration of a "historic structure" provided that the alteration would not preclude the structure's continued designation as a "historic structure." 

Substantially improved existing manufactured home parks or subdivisions is when the repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation or improvement of the streets, utilities, and pads equals or exceeds 50 percent of the value of the streets, utilities, and pads before the repair, reconstruction, or improvement commenced. 

Variance 2 .  As pertains to Flood Damage Prevention:  is a grant of relief from the requirements of this section, which permits construction in a manner otherwise prohibited by this section where specific enforcement would result in unnecessary hardship. 

Violation.  The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with this section. A structure or other development without the elevation certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance required in this section is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation is provided. 

Watercourse.  A lake, river, creek, stream, wash, channel, or other topographic feature on or over which waters flow at least periodically. Watercourse includes specifically designated areas in which substantial flood damage may occur. 

Water surface elevation.  The height, in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 (or other datum, where specified) of floods of various magnitudes and frequencies in the floodplains of coastal or riverine areas. 

1316 structure.  A structure for which a 1316 Declaration pursuant to 44 C.F.R. 73 and section 1316 of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 has been issued by the county and/or received from FEMA. A 1316 structure by its nature is in violation of this section. Upon issuance of a notice of restoration of insurance availability by FEMA, the "1316 Structure" designation shall be removed from any structure that has been brought into compliance with this section. 

Chapter 704, Geologic Hazards, LDC
Geotechnical engineering. The application of engineering principles and interpretation so that geological factors affecting planning, design, construction and maintenance of engineered public and private works and buildings are properly recognized and adequately designed. 

Geologic hazard. A condition found to exist in the soil strata or underlying bedrock that renders the area incapable of providing adequate and reliable support for the type of improvement to be constructed upon it, or that would otherwise render an area unsafe for public access due to an elevated unordinary/adverse risk of collapse or significant unacceptable ground settlement (subsidence). 

Geological hazardous area. That portion of a site which a geotechnical/geological engineering report has concluded is impacted by a known or found geologic hazard(s).
Chapter 10, Outdoor Festivals, PCC
Musical or entertainment festival.  Any gathering of groups or individuals on private property for the purpose of listening to, watching or participating in entertainment which consists primarily of musical renditions conducted in open spaces not within an enclosed structure; however, a musical or entertainment festival shall not include a musical performance where overnight camping is not allowed or where attendance will not exceed 500 people. 

Overnight camping.  Patrons are allowed to camp or sleep on the festival premises or otherwise to remain on the premises between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. The term does not include festivals in which only festival personnel, security personnel, etc. are permitted to remain on the premises.

Chapter 27, Communication Facilities in the Public Rights-of-way, PCC


Communications services.  The transmission, conveyance or routing of voice, data, audio, video, or any other information or signals to a point, or between or among points, by or through any electronic, radio, satellite, cable, optical, microwave, or other medium or method now in existence or hereafter devised, regardless of the protocol used for such transmission or conveyance. Cable service, as defined in F.S. § 202.11(2), as it may be amended, is not included in the definition of "communications services" and cable service providers or providers of service via an open video system may be subject to other ordinances of the county and shall require separate authorization from the county. 

Communications services provider.  Any person making available or providing communications services through the placement or maintenance of a communications facility in public rights-of-way. 

Communications facility or facility or system.  Any permanent or temporary plant, equipment and property, including but not limited to cables, wires, conduits, ducts, fiber optics, poles, antennae, converters, splice boxes, cabinets, hand holes, manholes, vaults, drains, surface location markers, appurtenances, and other equipment or pathway placed or maintained or to be placed or maintained in the public rights-of-way of the county and used or capable of being used to transmit, convey, route, receive, distribute, provide or offer communications services. Pursuant to F.S. § 337.401(6)(c), the term "communications facility" for purposes of this chapter, shall not include communications facilities owned, operated, or used by electric utilities or regional transmission organizations exclusively for internal communications purposes. 

FCC.  The Federal Communications Commission. 

In public rights-of-way or in the public rights-of-way.  In, on, over, under or across the public rights-of-way. 

Pass through provider.  A person who places or maintains a communications facility in the roads or rights-of-way of the county and who does not remit taxes imposed by the county pursuant to F.S. ch. 202. 


Place or maintain or placement or maintenance or placing or maintaining.  To erect, construct, install, maintain, place, repair, extend, expand, remove, occupy, locate or relocate. A communications services provider that owns or exercises physical control over communications facilities in public rights-of-way, such as the physical control to maintain and repair, is "placing or maintaining" the facilities. A party providing service only through resale or only through use of a third party's unbundled network elements is not "placing or maintaining" the communications facilities through which such service is provided. The transmission and receipt of radio frequency signals through the airspace of the public rights-of-way is not placing or maintaining facilities in the public rights-of-way. 

Public rights-of-way.  A public right-of-way, public utility easement, highway, street, bridge, tunnel, pier, waterway, dock, wharf, court, lane, path, or alley or any other property for which the county is the authority that has jurisdiction and control and may lawfully grant access to such property pursuant to applicable law, and includes the surface, the air space over the surface and the area below the surface to the extent the county holds a property interest therein. "Public rights-of-way" shall not include private property. "Public rights-of-way" shall not include any real or personal county property except as described above and shall not include county buildings, fixtures, poles, conduits, facilities or other structures or improvements, regardless of whether they are situated in the public rights-of-way. 

Registrant or facility owner.  A communications services provider or other person that has registered with the county in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 


Chapter 46, Fire Hydrants, Fire Protection and Water Systems, PCC

. 

Fire protection water system.  A water distribution system with fire hydrants for the purpose of supplying water for fire protection use, including both publicly and privately owned utility systems. 





Chapter 62, Water Supply, PCC
Area of origin.  The area of jurisdiction, as defined at the point of withdrawal, of the urban planning commission as defined by county ordinances 72-05, 72-07, 72-09, 73-01, and 73-05, and respectively dated June 13, 1972, August 28, 1972, October 19, 1972, January 23, 1973, and February 6, 1973. 

Fresh water.  Water which has less than 5,000 parts per million total dissolved solids. For the purpose of this division and the rules, regulations and orders adopted pursuant to this division, all other water is salt water. 




Reasonable-beneficial use.  The use of water in such quantity as is necessary for economic and efficient utilization, for a purpose and in a manner which is both reasonable and consistent with the public interest. 

Surface water 2. As pertains to Water Supply:  Fresh water upon the surface of the earth, whether contained in bounds created naturally or artificially or diffused. Water from natural springs shall be classified as surface water when it exits from the spring onto the earth's surface. 

Water supply.  Any and all fresh water on or beneath the surface of the earth, including fresh water in natural or artificial watercourses, lakes or ponds and fresh water percolating, standing or flowing beneath the surface of the ground. 

Withdrawal.  Any and all methods of taking water from a water supply. 

Chapter 62, Water Emergency, PCC
Water resource.  Any and all water on or beneath the surface of the ground, including natural or artificial watercourses, lakes, ponds or diffused surface water, and water percolating, standing or flowing beneath the surface of the ground. 

Water shortage condition.  Sufficient water is not available to meet present or anticipated needs of persons using the water resource or conditions are such as to require temporary reduction in total water usage within a particular area to protect the water resource from serious harm. A water shortage usually occurs due to drought. 

Water shortage plan.  F.A.C. ch. 40D-21, the codification of the water shortage plan adopted and published by the Southwest Florida Water Management District, July 1983.

Chapter 78, Transportation Impact Fees, PCC

Building 2. (As pertains to Transportation Impact Fees):  Any structure having a roof and used or built for the enclosure or shelter of persons, animals, vehicles, goods, merchandise, equipment, materials, or property of any kind for a period of time in excess of four (4) weeks in any one (1) calendar year. This term shall include tents, trailers, mobile homes, or any vehicles serving in any way the function of a building. This term shall also include outdoor-patio seating provided as part of a restaurant or bar, whether such seating is covered by a roof or not. 

Building permit.  An official document or certificate issued by the authority having jurisdiction authorizing the construction of any building. The term shall also include tie-down permits for those structures or buildings that do not require a building permit, such as a mobile home, in order to be occupied. 



Collecting agency.  The governmental authority having jurisdiction to authorize the making of any material change of any structure, including the construction, enlargement, alteration, or repair of buildings; or the governmental authority having jurisdiction to authorize site development that makes material changes in the use or appearance of land without making material changes of any structures on the land. 




Encumber.  An irrevocable commitment through an agreement or purchase order or a contract. 

External trip.  Any trip which either has its origins from or its destination to the development site and which impacts the major road network system. 

Fair-share fee, transportation impact fee, or fee.  The fee required to be paid. 

Internal trip.  A trip that has both its origin and destination within the development site. 

Major road network system.  All arterial and collector roads within the county designated or identified in the adopted comprehensive plan, including new arterial and collector roads necessitated by land developments. 

Needs plan.  A plan that is an element within a long-range transportation plan and that provides for a future year transportation system that accommodates future year travel demand, but is not cost constrained. Accordingly, usually incorporated into this plan's project list and corresponding map are some proposed transportation improvements that are not affordable given future revenue projections. Because federal requirements mandate that a metropolitan planning organization's (MPO) long-range transportation plan be cost constrained, it is necessary to eliminate some of the improvements reflected in a needs plan through a prioritization process in order to develop a cost feasible plan. The county's currently-adopted long-range transportation plan is the Pasco County MPO's 2025 Long-Range Transportation Plan. 

New development or development activity generating new traffic.  The carrying out of any building activity or the making of any material change in the use or appearance of any structure or land that attracts or produces vehicular trip(s) over and above that produced by the existing use of the land. 

Noncommencement.  Notice to the county of intent not to commence development or the date of expiration of a building permit. 

Out-parcel 2. For purposes of Transportation Impact Fees:   A parcel that is separate from, but contiguous to, a primary commercial development. The parcel may or may not share common access and/or common parking areas with the primary commercial development. Mainly consisting of a single freestanding unit, an out-parcel often is considered secondary in nature to the primary commercial development. Out-parcels typically involve high convenience land uses, such as banks, high turnover or fast-food restaurants, or gas stations. However, extensions of specific land uses already in existence within the primary commercial development would not be considered "out-parcels"; e.g., a freestanding Sears automotive repair shop located at a shopping mall that contains a Sears retail store. 

Planned development.   A land area under unified control designed and planned to be developed in a single operation or by a series of prescheduled development phases according to an officially approved final master land use plan, including PUD planned unit developments, MPUD master planned unit developments, planned commercial developments, and similar planned developments. 


Roadway facilities.  The construction of through--lanes, turn--lanes, bridges, curbs, medians, and/or shoulders; the construction of drainage facilities and/or mitigation areas; the installation of signage and/or traffic signalization; the placement of rail beds, pipelines, electric power lines, and/or telephone facilities; the placement of any amenities typically associated with transportation facility construction; e.g., sidewalks, bicycle lanes, etc. and to ensure appropriate safety elements within design; e.g., establishment of clear zones. 

Site-access improvements.  Improvements to transportation facilities at or near the development site which are necessary to interface the development's external trips with the major road network system or which are necessary to interface the development's internal trips with the major road network system where a portion of the major road network system is included within the development; i.e., project drives, turn--lanes, signalization, etc. It shall also include improvements designed to ensure safe and adequate ingress and egress. For purposes of this division, site--access improvements include, but are not limited to, improvements required by the county's access management regulations and any right-of-way dedications necessary to construct the first four (4) lanes of a roadway on the major road network system within the development site and design and construction of any portion of the first two (2) lanes of a roadway on the major road network system within the development site, including all roadway facilities necessary for the design and construction of the first two (2) lanes of such roadway. 

Square feet or square footage (also referred to as "sf").  The area under roof used for occupancy or storage that is used to calculate the square footage of the development, including the gross area measured in square feet from the exterior faces or exterior walls or other exterior boundaries of the building, excluding areas within the interior of the building which are utilized for parking. With respect to dwelling units, the square footage shall be calculated as the living area under heat/air conditioning. 

State highway system.  The roads that the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) has responsibility for ownership and maintenance. 

Transportation facilities shall include transportation planning and design, right-of-way and land acquisition, land improvement, engineering, and construction of any project eligible for inclusion as a transportation or road project in the comprehensive plan. The term does not include routine and periodic maintenance, personnel, training, or other operating costs of transportation facilities or roads. 

Trip.  A one-way movement of vehicular travel from an origin (one trip end) to a destination (the other trip end). For the purpose of this division, trip shall have the meaning that it has in commonly accepted traffic engineering practice and which is substantially the same as that definition in the previous sentence. 

Trip generation.  The attraction or production of trips caused by a given type of land development. 


Zone.  Those geographical areas as identified by the applicable mpa.

Chapter 78,  School Impact Fees, PCC



Appropriation or to appropriate.  An action by the school board to identify specific school facilities for which school impact fee may be utilized pursuant to this division. 






City or cities.  The cities of Dade City, New Port Richey, Port Richey, St. Leo, San Antonio and Zephyrhills. 






Encumbered.  Monies committed by contract or purchase order in a manner that obligates the county, the school board, or the cities to expend the encumbered amount upon delivery of goods, the rendering of services or the conveyance of real property by a vendor, supplier, contractor or owner. 


Final inspection.  The last inspection performed by the county, or a city where applicable, for structures or site improvements to assure that all improvements were completed in accordance with the applicable conditions of a permit for development. 



Multi-family dwelling unit 2. As related to impact fees:  A building or a portion of a building, regardless of ownership, containing more than one dwelling unit where each dwelling unit is designed for occupancy by one family, where the units are attached and not licensed by the state department of business and professional regulation division of hotels and restaurants as a hotel or motel. Multi-family dwelling unit includes apartments, and condominiums duplexes and triplexes. 



Public schools.  All schools operated by law under the control of the school board. 

Rational nexus test.  The legal test established by the Florida Supreme Court, upon which all impact fee ordinances in the state are based. This complex test of constitutionality, which has been explained in greater detail by various court opinions, requires, in summary, that in order to be constitutional, an impact fee ordinance must provide that:

 
(1)
The amount of impact fees charged bears a reasonable relationship to the cost of providing public facilities necessitated by new development; and

 
(2)
The impact fees collected are earmarked and spent to construct public facilities reasonably benefiting the new development paying the fee. 


Residential construction.  The construction or establishment of a residential use that occurs after the effective date of this division. 

Restrictive covenant.  A provision in a deed limiting the use of the property by providing that no one under the age of 22 is permitted to permanently reside on the property. 

School board.  The district school board of Pasco County; the body that operates, controls, and supervises all free public schools within the school district of the county as authorized by section 4(b) of article IX of the state constitution. 

School board attorney.  The person appointed by the school board to serve as its counsel, or the designee of such person. 

School facilities.  Those facilities of the school system including ancillary plants, auxiliary facilities, educational facilities, and educational plants (as defined by the state's "State Requirements for Education Facilities 1999", as amended) which a need is created for by new residential construction. 

School impact fee.  An impact fee which is imposed on new residential construction in connection with and as a condition of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or final inspection and which is calculated to defray all or a portion of the costs of the school facilities and/or school sites required to accommodate the impact to the school system of that new residential construction, and which fee is applied to school facilities and/or school sites which reasonably benefit the new residential construction. An "impact fee" means any impact fee established pursuant to section 78-81 of this division or an independent fee calculated and approved pursuant to section 78-93 of this division. 



School impact fee study shall mean the study by Tischler & Associates entitled "School Impact Fees", dated January 24, 2001 and as supplemented. 

School system.  The school facilities which are used to provide instruction within the public schools operated by law under control of the school board. 


Single-family detached house 2. As pertains to School Impact Fee:   A detached dwelling unit and which is not considered to be a mobile home as mobile home is defined by the state. 


Superintendent.  The chief administrative officer of the district school board of the county, or his designee. 

Chapter 78, Parks and Recreation Impact Fee, PCC



Appropriation or to appropriate.  An action by the county to identify specific parks and recreation facilities for which the parks and recreation impact fee may be utilized pursuant to this division. 

















Park land.  The land owned or operated by the county required for the development or expansion of district parks or boat access parks as identified in the parks and recreation impact fee study. 

Parks and recreation impact fee.  An impact fee which is imposed on new residential construction in connection with and as a condition of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or final inspection and which is calculated to defray all or a portion of the costs of the parks and recreation facilities required to accommodate the impact to the parks and recreation system of that new residential construction, and which fee is applied to parks and recreation facilities which reasonably benefit the new residential construction. An "impact fee" means any impact fee established pursuant to section 78-171 of this division or an independent fee calculated and approved pursuant to section 78-193 of this division. 

Parks and recreation facilities.  Those facilities owned or operated by the county on park land which a need is created for by new residential construction. The parks and recreation facilities include but are not limited to:

 
(1)
Boat ramps;

 
(2)
Aquatic centers;

 
(3)
Baseball/softball fields;

 
(4)
Football fields;

 
(5)
Soccer fields;

 
(6)
Tennis courts;

 
(7)
Basketball courts;

 
(8)
Bike trails;

 
(9)
Nature/hiking trails;

 
(10)
Maintenance buildings;

 
(11)
Picnic pavilions;

 
(12)
Picnic shelters;

 
(13)
Playgrounds;

 
(14)
Recreation centers;

 
(15)
Skateboard parks;

 
(16)
Other active and passive recreational facilities on park land. 

Parks and recreation impact fee fund.  The separate special revenue fund created pursuant to section 78-211 of this division. 

Parks and recreation impact fee schedule.  The impact fee amounts due and payable pursuant to section 78-171(b), as may be amended from time to time. 

Parks and recreation impact fee study.  The study by Wade-Trim, Inc. entitled "Pasco County Parks and Recreation Master Plan", dated April 2001 and as supplemented pursuant to section 78-157 of this division. 

Parks and recreation system.  The park land and parks and recreation facilities owned or operated by the county which are used to provide active and passive recreational use. 







 

Chapter 78, Library Impact Fees, PCC

















Library facilities shall mean those facilities owned or operated by the county on library land which a need is created for by new residential construction. "Library facilities" include but are not limited to:

 
(1)
Buildings and associated site development;

 
(2)
Print/audio/video/software materials;

 
(3)
Library equipment;

 
(4)
Computers/technology; and

 
(5)
Furniture. 

Library impact fee.  An impact fee which is imposed on new residential construction in connection with and as a condition of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or final inspection and which is calculated to defray all or a portion of the costs of the library facilities required to accommodate the impact to the library system of that new residential construction, and which fee is applied to library facilities that reasonably benefit the new residential construction. An impact fee means any impact fee established pursuant to section 78-241 of this division or an independent fee calculated and approved pursuant to section 78-253 of this division. 

Library impact fee fund.  The separate special revenue fund created pursuant to section 78-271 of this division. 

Library impact fee schedule.  The impact fee amounts due and payable pursuant to section 78-241(b), as may be amended from time to time. 

Library impact fee study.  The study by Wade-Trim, Inc. entitled "Pasco County Library System Strategic Plan," dated January 2002 and as supplemented pursuant to section 78-227 of this division. 

Library land.  The land owned or operated by the county required for the development or expansion of libraries identified in the libraries impact fee study. 

Library system.  The library land and library facilities owned or operated by the county which are used to provide library services. 











Chapter 78, Fire Combat and Rescue Service Impact Fees, PCC

















Fire combat land or rescue service land.  The fire combat or rescue service land owned or operated by the county required for the development or expansion of fire combat and rescue service facilities and equipment identified in the fire combat and rescue service impact fee study. 

Fire combat and rescue service facilities and equipment.  Those facilities and equipment owned or operated by the county which a need is created for by new building construction. The fire combat and rescue service facilities and equipment include, but are not limited to:

 
(1)
Fire/rescue stations;

 
(2)
Fire combat stations;

 
(3)
Rescue stations;

 
(4)
Operations center;

 
(5)
Training center;

 
(6)
Supply center;

 
(7)
Communications/dispatch center;

 
(8)
All other capital equipment, including but not limited to, vehicles, fire combat equipment, rescue equipment and communications. 

Fire combat and rescue service impact fee.  An impact fee which is imposed on new building construction in connection with and as a condition of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or final inspection and which is calculated to defray all or a portion of the costs of the fire combat and rescue service facilities and equipment required to accommodate the impact to the fire combat and rescue service system of that new building construction, and which fee is applied to fire combat and rescue service facilities and equipment which reasonably benefit the new building construction. An "impact fee" means any impact fee established pursuant to section 78-302(a) of this division or an independent fee calculated and approved pursuant to section 78-303(c) of this division. 

Fire combat and rescue service impact fee funds.  The separate special revenue funds created pursuant to section 78-304(a) of this division. 

Fire combat and rescue service impact fee schedule.  The impact fee amounts due and payable pursuant to section 78-302(a)(2), as may be amended from time to time. 

Fire combat and rescue service impact fee study.  The study by Wade-Trim, Inc. entitled "Fire and Emergency Medical Services Facilities Master Plan," dated February 7, 2003 and as supplemented pursuant to section 78-301(g) of this division. 

Fire combat and rescue service system.  The fire combat or rescue service land and fire combat or rescue service facilities and equipment owned or operated by the county which are used to provide fire combat and emergency medical services. 

Gross floor area.  The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the floors of a non-residential use building, measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the centerline of walls separating two buildings with a common wall, and including outside decks and/or patios used for commercial purposes including waiting areas but excluding covered parking areas. All accessory non-residential use buildings, not otherwise exempted by this division, shall be included in the calculation of the gross floor area. 


Non-residential use.  Any use of property other than a residential use as defined by this division. Non-residential uses include, but are not limited to, commercial, office, institutional and industrial uses. 







Chapter 78, Hurricane Preparedness Impact Fees, PCC


Equivalent residential unit or ERU or unit.  A single dwelling unit; mobile home; manufactured home; space or lot in a trailer, mobile home or recreational vehicle park; individual guest room in a hotel or motel or rooming house; or a tourist cabin. 

High hazard hurricane evacuation area.  The areas identified in the most current regional hurricane evacuation study as requiring evacuation during a category 1 hurricane event (evacuation level A). 

Hurricane evacuation routes.  The routes designated by the county office of emergency management that have been identified with standardized statewide directional signs by the state department of transportation, or are identified in the regional hurricane evacuation study for the movement of persons to safety in the event of a hurricane. Pursuant to Paragraph 9J-2.0255(4)(d), FAC, the DCA considers hurricane evacuation routes to be regionally significant roadways. 

Hurricane shelter space.  At a minimum, an area of 20 square feet per person located within a hurricane shelter. 

Hurricane vulnerability zone (HVZ).  The areas delineated by the regional hurricane evacuation study as requiring evacuation in the event of a category 3 hurricane event (evacuation levels A--C). 

Local comprehensive emergency management plan (CEMP).  Those plans developed by a county according to the provisions of chapters 9G-6 and (G-7, FAC, under the authority provided in F.S. § 252.38. The county CEMP is hereby incorporated by reference. 

Primary public hurricane shelter.  A structure designated by the office of emergency management as a place for shelter during a hurricane event. For purposes of this rule, primary public hurricane shelter includes only those structures which are located outside of the HVZ and which have been designated by the local government and the American Red Cross as primary shelters. 

Regional hurricane evacuation study or regional hurricane evacuation plan.  The studies produced by the DCA, the state's regional planning councils, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or the Federal Emergency Management Agency, which detail regional hurricane evacuation clearance times and public hurricane shelter availability according to various simulated regional hurricane events. The following study is incorporated by reference: The Tampa Bay Region Evacuation Study Update, 2000, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council. 

SLOSH (sea, lake, and overland surges from hurricanes).  The storm surge heights resulting from tropical storms and hurricanes. 

Vertical evacuation.  The preplanned use of predetermined structures located in the HVZ as hurricane refuges, and the on-site or in-place sheltering of residents in single or multifamily structures, which are elevated above the predicted flood levels anticipated within the HVZ. 

Chapter 110, Water and Wastewater Service Impact Fees, PCC










Equivalent residential unit.  A unit of measurement representing the amount of water consumed and/or the amount of wastewater produced by a single-family dwelling unit. 




Master-meter.  A single meter or series of meters that supply multiple units for a single customer. 

Meter equivalents.  Those equivalents based on methodologies recommended by the American Water Works Association (AWWA) as follows:

Meter Equivalents

	Meter Size*
	ERU Equivalent

	 5/8",  3/4"
	 1.00

	1"
	 2.50

	1.5"
	 5.00

	2"
	 8.00

	3"
	15.00

	4"
	25.00

	6"
	50.00

	8"
	80.00


*Based on displacement type meters, using standard maximum meter-flows capacity ratios per AWWA standards. 


Multi-family 2. As relates to Utility Impact Fees:  A master-metered building or a portion of a building, regardless of ownership, containing more than one dwelling unit designed for occupancy by one family, where the units are attached and not licensed by the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation Division of Hotels and Restaurants as a hotel or motel. Multi-family dwelling unit includes attached apartments, condominiums and townhomes that are master-metered. 









Service connection.  A new connection to the county utility system to receive water and/or wastewater service or increased service demand at an existing connection that requires a larger meter or additional meters that occurs 90 days after the effective date of this article. 

Service connection application.  A request for service installation, meter installation, service line installation, if necessary, wastewater service connection, or fire service connection. 


Wastewater service facilities.  Those facilities owned or operated by the county which a need is created for by new service connections. The wastewater service facilities include, but are not limited to:

 
(1)
Wastewater treatment facilities that generally consist of treatment, reclaimed water and effluent disposal, associated equipment and the land on which the facilities are located.

 
(2)
Wastewater transmission facilities that consist of interceptor (trunk) gravity lines, pumping stations, and selected force mains serving as the backbone piping transferring wastewater from localized collection facilities to the treatment facilities. 

Water service facilities.  Those facilities owned or operated by the county which a need is created for by new service connections. The water facilities include, but are not limited to:

 
(1)
Water treatment facilities that generally consist of source of supply, raw water transmission, treatment, storage, and high service pumping, associated equipment and the land on which the facilities are located.

 
(2)
Water transmission facilities that consist of selected water mains serving as the backbone piping providing services to the localized distribution facilities. 

Water and wastewater service facilities.  Both wastewater service facilities and water service facilities. These facilities do not include the distribution/collection facilities such as the localized piping and equipment that serve as a conduit for water and wastewater services between the customer's point of connection and the county's transmission facilities. 

Water and/or wastewater service impact fees.  Impact fees which are imposed on new service connections and which are calculated to defray all or a portion of the costs of the water and/or wastewater service facilities required to accommodate the impact to the water and/or wastewater service systems of those new service connections, and which fee is applied to water and/or wastewater service facilities which reasonably benefit the new service connections. An "impact fee" means any impact fee established pursuant to section 110-221 of this article or an independent fee calculated and approved pursuant to section 110-244 of this article. 

Water and wastewater service impact fees funds.  The separate special revenue funds or accounts created pursuant to section 110-261 of this article. 

Water and wastewater service impact fees schedule.  The impact fee amounts due and payable pursuant to section 110-221(b), as may be amended from time to time. 

Water and wastewater service impact fee study.  The study by Tetra Tech HAI "Water/Wastewater Service Impact Fee Study", dated August 2006 and as supplemented pursuant to section 110-207 of this article.

Chapter 114, Dock Construction, PCC
"Dock" is defined as a fixed or floating structure, including but not limited to moorings, piers, wharves, standalone pilings and boat lifting equipment, over or alongside water, which may be used for, but not limited to, the purpose of berthing buoyant vessels, fishing, or swimming.

 
(2)
"Canal use rights".  Those rights allowing usufructuary rights to the water for recreational and navigational purposes and to wharf out or moor vessels in a manner consistent with this section.

 
(3)
"Side use lines" are lines extending into the water from the property lines of upland owners adjacent to the water. Side use lines begin at the waterfront property corner and generally extend out perpendicular to the canal centerline, except that side use lines extend to the radial point at dead-ends and bends of canals. Along with the waterward use line, canal use lines mark the area (the "canal use zone") where upland property owners may exercise canal use rights in a manner consistent with this section.

 
(4)
"Radial point".  The center point within the dead-end or bend of a canal equally distant from the shoreline or upland within the dead-end or bend.

 
(5)
"Common ownership dock" is defined as a dock which may extend over side use lines of adjacent landowners upland of a canal or shoreline that have entered into an agreement of joint access and ownership of said dock.

 
(6)
"Substantial damage" 3. As pertains to Dock Construction:  Damage of any origin sustained by a dock whereby the cost of restoring the dock to its pre-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% of the market value of the dock before the damage occurred.

 
(7)
"Substantial improvement" 3. As pertains to Dock Construction:  The replacement of more than fifty (50) percent of the structure, or the lateral or lineal extension of any dock.

 
(8)
"Waterward use line".  A line generally parallel to the shoreline located a distance of one third of the total width of the canal as measured pursuant to paragraph (a)(7). Waterward use lines shall not extend beyond side use lines. Waterward use lines and side use lines shall be referred to collectively as "canal use lines" and together create the "canal use zone" for an upland owner.

Definitions to Incorporate from LDC and PCC    
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